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Should you, puissant as you are, become revengeful, still
would they proclaim you had DONE WELL. So they told
the intoxicated Alexander when he plunged his dagger
into the bosom of his friend. Thus they addressed Nero,
having assassinated his mother.

But, SIRE, you need only to feel those sentiments of
justice which are native, to your bosom, and that en-
lightened consciousness of benevolence which you possess;
your own heart will be your judge; and its decrees will
be confirmed by your people, by the world, and by pos-
terity. The esteem of these is indispensable; and how
easily may their esteem be obtained! Should you inde-
fatigably perform the duties of the day, and not remit
its burdensome labors till the morrow; should you by
grand and prolific principles know how to simplify these
duties, so that they may be performed by a single man;
should you accord your subjects all the liberty they are
capable of enjoying; should you protect property, aid
industry, and root out petty oppressors, who, abusing
your name, will not permit men to do that for their own
advantage which they might without injury to others;
then will the unanimous voice of mankind bestow bless-
ings on your authority, and thus render it more sacred
and more potent. All things will then become easy to
you, for every will and every power will unite with your
will and your power, and your labors will daily acquire new
enjoyments. Nature has rendered labor necessary to
man; but she has also bestowed on him this precious
advantage, that the change of labor is at once a recre-
ation to him and a source of pleasure. And who more
than a Monarch may live according to this order of Na-
ture? A philosopher has said, (<No man was so op-
pressed by langor as a King.'* He ought to have said
A SLOTHFUL KING. How can languor overcome a Sov-
ereign who shall perform his duties? How may he bet-
ter maintain his body in health, or his mind in vigor
than when by labor he preserves himself from that dis-
gust which all men of understanding must feel, amid
the babblers and the parasites who study but to corrupt,
lull, benumb, and pilfer Princes ? Their whole art is to
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